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ANNUAL NEWSLETTER

BIHAR:
ENCEPHALITIS DEATH TOLL 
RISES TO 133 IN MUZAFFARPUR 
HOSPITAL (read pg. 3)

BIHAR TEENAGE LABORER 
FALLS PREY TO DEVASTATING 
KASHMIR PELLETS (read pg. 3)

INDIA:
PRIME MINISTER NARENDRA 
MODI DEFEATED RAHUL GAND-
HI TO BE RE-ELECTED.

JASPRIT BUMRAH CHOKED CSK 
BATTING LINE-UP TO AWARD 
MUMBAI INDIANS WITH THEIR 
4TH IPL TITLE (read pg. 4)

USA:
KAWHI LEONARD POWERS 
RAPTORS TO CLINCH THE 
FIRST-EVER CANADIAN TEAM 
NBA FINALS VICTORY (read pg. 3)

WORLD:
PUBLIC PROTESTS BREAK OUT 
IN SUDAN TO PROMOTE NEW 
GOVERNMENT AND ECONOMIC 
REFORM (read pg. 1)

BY RAJIV SINHA
BFOUSA Chairman

  

   “The first year journey of ‘Adopt A Vil-
lage’ project has been a highly emotional 
experience.
   I personally congratulate the project 
team for successful completion of the pilot 
project together with my hearty thanks 
to all the BFOUSA executive commit-
tee members for their unprecedented 
support.”

CHAIRMAN/
SECRETARY MESSAGE

TOP NEWS

BIHAR FOUNDATION OF USA

BFOUSA COMPLETES PILOT PHASE OF “ADOPT A 
VILLAGE” PROJECT: MAKING 6 VILLAGES BLINDNESS FREE
BY JAYANT KUMAR
BFOUSA Event Director

   Bihar Foundation of USA is on 
a mission to eradicate blindness 
from villages in Bihar by making 
one village at a time blindness free. 
The mission is being carried under 
“Adopt A Village” project branded by 
BFOUSA. On Apr. 29, 2018, Bihar 
Foundation of USA signed a mem-
orandum of understanding (MOU) 
with its local partner Sri Sai Lion 
Netralaya to launch one-year pilot of 
the project. The MOU was signed in 
the presence of Er. Ashoka Kumar, 
secretary of SSLN, and Dr. Jayant 
Kumar, Director of BFOUSA.
   On June 30th, 2019, Bihar Divas 
celebration at San Francisco Bay 
Area, organized by BFOUSA marks 
the successful completion of the 
pilot phase of the “Adopt A Village” 
project, making 6 villages blindness 
free consisting of delivering 500+ 
surgeries and 1000+ glasses. The 
pilot phase has streamlined the 
detailed working and processes pro-
viding a platform for anyone desiring 
to be part of lighting the dark life of 
blind people. Under this project, you 

can adopt a village for a thousand 
dollars and make it blindness free.
   SSLN, in partnership with BFOU-
SA, executed the first pilot project 
at Umarpur village in Saran district, 
sponsored by Shatrughna Singh, 
an executive committee member 
of BFOUSA. SSLN team planned 
and performed a check-up camp on 
July 12, 2018, and brought qualified 
patients to the SSLN hospital in 
Patna. Surgeries were successfully 
performed, followed by sincere 
post-operative care and transpor-

tation back to their village (see 
pictures on page 2).
   On July 14, 2018, SSLN and 
BFOUSA jointly held a press confer-
ence at SSLN hospital in Patna. The 
press conference was addressed 
by Er. Ashoka Kumar of SSLN 
Patna, Vikas Sarkar, public relations 
officer of Bihar Foundation Patna, 
and Shatrughna Singh and Jayant 
Kumar of BFOUSA, San Francisco, 
California, USA. Subsequently, 
five more villages have been made 
blindness free. 

Bihar Foundation gathers in SSLN for a press release event. //SSLN

SUDAN UNDERGOES “REVOLUTION” AS PUBLIC 
PROTESTS AGAINST PRESIDENT OMAR AL-BASHIR
BY RONIT KUMAR
Editor-in-Chief

   On Dec. 9, 2018, the Sudanese public protested 
against the rising costs of living and deteriorating living 
standards in several cities in Sudan; however, these 
protests rapidly gained intensity in which people want-
ed to remove Omar Al-Bashir from the presidency.
   The government decided to use violence in re-
sponse to these protests. Al-Bashir further announced 
a state of emergency, due to which he replaced the 
regional governments with military officers. 
   However, Al-Bashir also decided to release all of the 
women who were arrested for protesting against the 
government. Despite this action, the violent protests 
continued against the government. Eventually, the 
military, themselves, removed Al-Bashir from office on 
April 11 after he held his position for nearly 30 years.
   After the removal of Al-Bashir, the Sudanese Pro-
fessionals Association continued to organize protests 
to advocate for a civilian-led transitional government 
to replace the currently ruling Transitional Military 
Council (TMC). Negotiations between the civilians 
and military began in late April but were halted when 
military forces killed 118 people and injured and raped 
people in the Khartoum Massacre, which occurred on 
June 3. 

   Due to the infamous massacre, the civilians decided 
to participate in a three-day strike from June 9 to 11. 
In addition, they agreed to openly disobey the TMC 
and to conduct nonviolent protests. After the strike, the 
TMC released prisoners from the massacre. 
   In addition to the national insecurity, Sudan also ex-
periences global uncertainty after it is suspended from 
the African Union. Consequently, Sudan’s economy 
and politics remained in chaos after the fatal Khartoum 
Massacre.
   Overall, these protests have been the largest revo-
lution in Sudan since it gained independence in 1956 
from Britain and separated from Egypt.

Sudanese protesters chant slogans in an anti-government 
protest in Khartoum. //ALJAZEERA.COM

BY DEEPAK SHARMA
BFOUSA Secretary

  

   “I am humbled to be part of this journey 
with such a great team member of 
BFOUSA together with our partner, SSLN 
execution team. We are now well-poised 
to scale the operation going forward.
   My special appreciation and congratula-
tion goes to our youth team/Ronit Kumar, 
editor-in-chief of this newsletter, and 
Akshra Sinha, master of ceremony of all 
the events.”
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HOW TO JOIN AND CONTRIBUTE 
TO “ADOPT A VILLAGE” PROJECT

STEP 1: Use the following QR code to go the website 
link:  biharfoundationusa.org

STEP 2: Click on “Adopt A Village - SignUp” link.

STEP 3: Fill out and submit the google form.

PRAVEEN KUMAR AND SHATRUGHNA SINGH INTERVIEW

Patients from Umarpur village sat in the SSLN bus to be transported to the 
hospital in Patna to undergo cataract surgery. //SSLN

Patients from Umarpur village, after the surgery, expressed their gratitude to Sha-
trughna Singh, BFOUSA event sponsor, and Ronit Kumar, Envision Bihar Tribune 

editor-in-chief. //SSLN

Top Left: Executive committee member Shatrughna Singh brought his 
mother as the very first patient of the “Adopt A Village” project. //SSLN

Top Right: Singh met with SSLN representatives to plan village camps 
and conduction of various operations. //SSLN

Bottom: Patients at Umarpur village sat in a queue for check-ups con-
ducted by SSLN and financially aided by BFOUSA. //SSLN

PLEASE CONTACT FOR HELP:
Jayant Kumar: (425) 985-5294
Ronit Kumar: (925) 854-7374

Deepak Sharma: (408) 230-7985
Rajiv Sinha: (510) 648-5093

SHATRUGHNA SINGH:
Program Sponsor for 

Umarpur/Saran/Jalalpur

Q: What was your main contribution 
to “Adopt A Village” project?
A: “This being the first project, I had 
all responsibility of how to make it 
successful. We had no idea how the 
project will work in a remote area like 
Bihar because people have certain 
perceptions. We made a very quick 
plan, and the project happened it a 
short period of time. Luckily, I got 
help from locals, and the process fol-

lowed. I took the risk to conduct the 
first project without any expectation.”

Q: What was your emotional feel for 
the success of this project?
A: “It is very overwhelming when you 
see the people’s reaction after the 
operation and their ability. Not just 
the ability, but having a new life.”

Q: What are your future goals with 
this project and BFOUSA?
A: “The future goal is to completely 
eliminate blindness in that region 
and explain the activity to the whole 
community and not just Bihar.”

PRAVEEN KUMAR:
Program Sponsor for 

Nawada

Q: What was your main contribution 
to “Adopt A Village” project?
A: “When BFOUSA started “Adopt A 
Village” program, I thought I have to 
adopt the village at my home town. 
I spoke to couple of people at my 
home town who had lots of hurdle 
to accept it. Then, I ask the villagers 
if they will help us. Eventually, they 
agreed. Then, we aligned everything 
and thank you very much to Bihar 

Foundation for giving me the oppor-
tunity to adopt a village.”

Q: What was your emotional feel for 
the success of this project?
A: “Many people were literally crying! 
They were like ... oh my god, people 
came all the way from America to 
help us!”

Q: What are your future goals with 
this project and BFOUSA?
A: “The goal is to eliminate the 
blindness of Bihar, and I’m hoping all 
Biharis in the US will help bring the 
lights to Bihar.”

FIRST “ADOPT A VILLAGE” EXECUTION



BY RONIT KUMAR 
Editor-in-Chief

   The surprising turn of events 
took place in the 2019 NBA Finals 
victory as the Toronto Raptors held 
off the Golden State Warriors in 
Game 6 at Oracle Arena to win the 
series 4-2.
   Even though I didn’t watch much 
of the games personally, I stayed 
updated with the news and also 
watches some of the big moments 
and highlights. The Warriors start-
ed the series plagued with a major 
injury as star small forward Kevin 
Durant was injured for majority of 
the series and the entire Western 

Conference final series against 
the Portland Trail Blazers. Due to 
this injury, the Warriors were short 
on shooting power and defense. 
However, the Warriors brilliantly 
retaliated by winning Game 2 in To-
ronto after dropping Game 1. The 
overall defense by power forward 
Draymond Green and point guard 
Steph Curry powered the Warriors 
to that victory.
   As the series shifted to Oracle 
Arena in Game 3, I got extremely 
excited as the Warriors’ home 
record has been very promising 
during Steve Kerr’s tenure as head 
coach of the Warriors. However, 
the Warriors truly began to feel the absence of Kurant in both 

Game 3 and 4 as both games were 
lopsided victories by the Raptors. 
Finals MVP and Raptors’ star 
shooting guard Kawhi Leonard led 
the offense of his team through his 
aggressive nature. Despite having 
the splash brothers to power their 
attack, the Warriors struggled to 
defend against the high-powered 
Raptors’ offense while there were 
no significant contributions from 
the remainder of the offense. 
Furthermore, Warriors’ shooting 
guard Klay Thompson was playing 
through a slight injury.
   As Game 5 began, Warriors fans 
heard the news that they were 

longing to hear for more than a 
week. At game time, Head Coach 
Kerr decided that Durant will play 
the game. Fans began to believe 
that Durant will carry the Warriors 
for the remainder of the series 
and help them come back from a 
3-1 deficit. However, Durant, once 
again, suffered an injury before 
halftime. Fortunately, the Warriors 
held off the Raptors by 1 point to 
sneak a victory in Toronto.
     In Game 6, Warriors’ fans were 
very nervous as Durant was not 
playing. At the end, Curry was un-
able to make the necessary shots 
which gave the Raptors their first 
franchise NBA finals victory.
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LETTER FROM THE EDITOR: TORONTO RAPTORS STUN DEFENDING 
CHAMPION WARRIORS TO WIN FIRST NBA TITLE FOR CANADA

Kawhi Leonard and the Raptors celebrate 2019 NBA Finals victory and proudly 
hold the trophy. //CBSSPORTS.COM

Drake, the Raptors’ global ambassador since 2013, watches NBA Finals game from 
the sideline in Toronto. //FORTUNE.COM

BIHAR TEENAGE LABORER FALLS VICTIM 
TO DEVASTATING PELLETS IN KASHMIR
BY RONIT KUMAR 
Editor-in-Chief

   Recently in May 2019, 17-year-old Bihar 
laborer Mohammad Shahanbaj suffered pellet 
injuries to both his eyes during a combat 
between anti-government protesters and 
security protesters in southern Kashmir.
   This incident serves as an example for 
blindness that occurs without a natural cause 
but is surprisingly still curable blindness. The 
doctors claimed that they will operate both the 
eyes containing metallic balls which caused 
“varying scales of damage”.
   “He ran away from the crowd and sheltered 
himself behind the shop, but when he came 
back, the forces fired directly at him. He was 
hit by pellets in both eyes,” said Mohammad 
Shahwaj, his brother from Bellow village. 
(Firstpost.com)
   According to the media, the pellet shotguns 
have been a major death cause for youth in 
India during the last decade, but the govern-
ment has not taken any significant steps to 
prevent future disasters.
   Due to this incident, the pellet victims in 
Kashmir have united to advocate the ban of 
such destructive weapons which reportedly 
caused an “epidemic of dead eyes” in 2016. 

        

   “If I tell my parents about his situation, they 
will die of shock. He can only see five percent 
with his left eye. He has lost the sensation of 
color. Doctors are not hopeful. He is being 
operated on Monday and we don’t have 
much money for his treatment,” said Sahwaj. 
(Firstpost.com)
   This tragic incident is major reason why 
blindness needs immediate attention.

Mohammad Shahanbaj suffers pellet attack in 
Pulwama. //FIRSTPOST.COM

DEATH TOLL RISES IN 
MUZAFFARPUR HOSPITAL

A woman carrying a child suffering encephalitis arrives at 
hospital for treatment. //THE NEW INDIAN EXPRESS

Children with symptoms of Acute Encephalitis Syndrome 
(AES) undergoes treatment. //HINDUSTAN TIMES
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BIHAR FOUNDATION OF USA
www.biharfoundationusa.org
Facebook: @foundationbihar
Twitter: @biharfoundation

This newspaper strives to cover the news accurately, 
fairly, honestly. It is our policy to correct significant 
errors of fact. All corrections should be emailed to 
biharfoundationus@gmail.com. 

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
Ronit Kumar

My hobbies are playing cricket and 
football. I joined the school newspa-
per in ninth grade and work as the 
sports editor.

STAFF WRITER
Aditya Prasad

I love to play soccer and play video 
games. But when I’m not at home, 
I like going out to play basketball 
with friends.

2019 IPL SUMMARY: FOR ALL EIGHT TEAMS AND THEIR CAMPAIGNS

(N0. 1 seed; 9 wins; 5 losses)

POSITIVES: Mumbai Indians 
won the IPL by defeating CSK in 
the final by 1 run. They had great 
batting by Hardik Pandya all 
season. Jasprit Bumrah was also 
fantastic. Kieron Pollard was also 
a great fielder.

NEGATIVES: Despite winning 
the trophy, the team was beaten 
2-0 by the Rajasthan Royals.

(No. 2 seed; 9 wins; 5 losses)

POSITIVES: Chennai Super 
Kings reached the IPL final but 
narrowly lost. Captain MS Dhoni 
consistently batted well. Bowlers 
Deepak Chahar and Imran Tahir, 
who won the Purple Cap, took 
many wickets.  

NEGATIVES: The team’s top 
and middle order were inconsis-
tent throughout the season.

(No. 3 seed; 9 wins; 5 losses)

POSITIVES: Delhi Capitals 
returned to playoffs for the first 
time since 2012. Rishab Pant, 
Shikhar Dhawan, and Captain 
Shreyas Iyer consistently batted 
well. Kagiso Rabada bowled fan-
tastically before getting injured.

NEGATIVES: The team’s 
batting struggled against strong 
opponents such as MI and CSK.

(No. 4 seed; 6 wins; 8 losses)

POSITIVES: Sunrisers Hyder-
abad barely qualified for playoffs. 
Openers David Warner and 
Johnny Bairstow were consistent 
throughout the season. Manish 
Pandey also improved as the 
season went by.

NEGATIVES: The team could 
not find any batting depth after 
the openers. 

(No. 5 seed; 6 wins; 8 losses)

POSITIVES: Kolkata Knight 
Riders barely missed playoffs 
but shined with superstar Andre 
Russell, who batted with very 
high strike rates. Shubman Gill 
became more consistent in the 
latter half of the season.

NEGATIVES: The team’s bowl-
ing could not stop opponents. 
Batting heavily relied on Russell.

(No. 6 seed; 6 wins; 8 losses)

POSITIVES: Kings XI Punjab 
missed playoffs but their open-
ers, Chris Gayle and KL Rahul, 
powered the team off to multiple 
good starts. Young English 
bowler Sam Curran also took a 
marvelous hat trick.

NEGATIVES: The team’s mid-
dle order and bowling struggled 
to find consistency.

(No. 7 seed; 5 wins; 8 losses; 1 NR)

POSITIVES: Rajasthan Royals 
missed playoffs but bowler Jofra 
Archer consistency bowled with 
an outstanding economy rate. 
Ajinkya Rahane batted con-
sistently and scored a century 
against DC.

NEGATIVES: The team’s 
batting struggled to finish crucial 
games at the end.

(No. 8 seed; 5 wins; 8 losses; 1 NR)

POSITIVES: Royal Challeng-
ers Bangalore missed playoffs 
but captain Virat Kohli and su-
perstar AB de Villiers consistently 
batted well. English all-rounder 
Moeen Ali also added some good 
performances.

NEGATIVES: The team started 
the season, 0-6, and the bowling 
consistently struggled.

BY RONIT KUMAR
Editor-in-Chief

   For the past one year, Bollywood 
launched movies with a vast variety of 
genres, including comedy, romance, 
action, and even historical dramas.
   Uri: The Surgical Strike was one 
of the highest rated movies by the 
audience. It displayed the Indian Army 
special forces conducting an operation 
to avenge the death of their fellow 

soldiers by a terrorist group. This film 
exhibited the technique to tie multiple 
stories into one long summary of real 
world events.
   Consisting of similar action, Man-
ikarnia: The Queen of Jhansi was a 
historical drama that showcased Rani 
Laxmibai’s courage when she was 
a leading figure in the Rebellion of 
1857 and the overall Indian Revolution 
against British rule. The screenplay 
was created by Koduri Viswa Vijay-
endra Prasad, who also incorporated 
graphics into both Baahubali movies.
   De De Pyaar De drifted away from 
the action genre and focused more 
on comedy and romance. The story is 
based on a 50-year old man who falls 
in love with a 26-year old woman but 
struggles to convince his family and 
ex-wife to approve of his relationship. 
This film developed a fantasy idea into 
a story that is unlikely to occur in real 
life. However, it incorporated many 
comedy scenes to grab attention from 
the audience.
   Overall, Bollywood has went through 
a successful tenure over the last year 
as it still produces the largest number 
of films annually of any film industry.

BOLLYWOOD LAUNCHES FILMS WITH 
VARIETY OF GENRES IN DISPLAY

Manikarnika: The Queen of Jhansi was 
released on Jan. 5, 2019. //IMDB.COM


